
Miscellanea

Metric conversions In common with most other scientific and general
publications the AlpineJournal will convert progressively to the metric system
within the next few years.

Starting with the current number, all mountain heights will henceforward be
quoted in metres, thus aligning with Continental practice. However, it is
proposed for the present to continue measuring items such as pitch lengths,
the heights of minor features, etc. in feet until it becomes customary to use
metres for them in this country.

Starting now, too, sums of money will be quoted only in the decimal system.

The use of the Celsius scale in place of the Fahrenheit scale for the measurement
of temperature is now well advanced in other fields, such as meteorology.
Henceforward the AlpineJournal will aim to use the former wherever possible,
and will certainly eliminate the latter within the next year or two.

The use of kilometres, kilogrammes and litres, and of derived units of speed,
force, etc., will follow closely on the adoption of these units in the general life
of the country.

To ease the problems of conversion, tables are given below for feet/metres,
metres/feet, miles/kilometres and kilometres/miles.

I
Feet

I

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Metres 0·3048 0·6096 0·9144 1·2192 1·5240 1·8288 2·1336 2-4384 2·7432

Metres 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Feet 3·2808 6·5617 9·8425 13 ·123 16·404 19-685 22·966 26·247 29·528

In order to avoid printing many pages of tables, a certain amount of arithmetic
has to be done. For example, to convert 18,372 ft to metres we deal with the
digits one at a time, moving the decimal point one place further to the right at
each stage.
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0'6096
21'33 6
91 '44

2438'4
30 48.

moving one place to the right
moving two places to the right
moving three places to the right
moving four places to the right

which rounds oft" to 5600 m.

Reconverting 5600 m to feet
600 1,968'5

5,000 16,404

18,372'5

This would round to 18,373, The error arises in rounding the metre figure,
which has to be known to better than the nearest metre if we wish to have the
height in feet to the nearest foot. In fact, reconverting 5599'79 gives 18,372, as
one would expect,

The rules of thumb used for rough and rapid calculations in the field are:

Metres to feet: Multiply by 3 and add 1/10th (error 0·6%), e.g,
5600 m = 16,800

+ 1,680

18,480 (should be 18,372)

Feet to metres: Multiply by 0'3 and add I/60th (error 0'1%), e.g,
18,372 ft = 55 II·6

+ 91 .8

5603'4 (should be 5600)
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The following tables can similarly be used to convert miles to kilometres, and
vice versa:

Miles 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Kilometres 1·61 3·22 4·83 6·44 8·05 9-66 11·27 12-87 14'48

Kilometres 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Miles 0·62 1·24 1·86 2-49 3·11 3·73 4·35 4·97 5·59

The rule of thumb in this case, 5 miles = 8 km, gives an error of 0·6% (i.e.
about 10 yd in a mile). Edward Pyatt

Comments on the historical notes in A.J. 75277. J. Monroe Thorington
made the following points in a letter to T. S. Blakeney:

Crampons, like the ice-axe, evolved from non-mountaineering implements and
were in use long before the seventeenth century, as I pointed out in A.J. 62 8,
and in my paper 'Artificial Aids in Early Mountaineering (Appalachia, xxiii,
Dec. 1940, 18!.) Emperor Maximilian I used them before 1517. Is the date
1478, cited in the Alpine Journal for Swiss military operations, correct?
Simler's Commentarius (1574) mentions them (crampons). This book contained
his Vallesiae, which antedates the 1633 cited in the AlpineJournal.

Mont Blanc I87o: I had the Randall family papers and wrote two papers on the
1870 accident: (i) 'The Strange Death of Dr. Bean' (Bull. Hist. of Medicine,
Baltimore, xvii, 101, 1945)-Dr. Bean was a dental surgeon. (ii) 'The
High Adventure of Mr. Randall' (A.A.J. v., 1945,333), P. Olivier Gay was the
keeper 0"£ the Grands Mulets in 1870. The Markes and Miss Wilkinson were
British and the accident occurred on the top of the Corridor, where the
fatigued ladies and Gay remained behind, while Mr. Marke continued. Durier
(Le Mont Blanc, 443) says Gay and the ladies were using an old rope, for
bringing wood to the Grands Mulets, and that it bro"ke at Miss Wilkinson's
waist.

Guides' books in the Alpine Club Library The Fuhrerbucher of Alpine
guides have always had an interest for mountaineers, if only by recalling former,
enjoyable days. The A. C. has been the means of rescuing a number from possible
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loss or destruction, sometimes by the gift of a book by a retired guide, or his
family, or by purchase. H. F. Montagnier was especially helpful in this matter,
with the encouragement of J. P. Farrar. The latter edited for the AlpineJournal
a number of these books (see A.}. Consolidated Index, 'Flihrerblicher') and G. A.
Hasler added a bit more (A.J. 5I and 53). More recently, D. F. O. Dangar has
edited several books (A.J. 57, 58 and 59)·

Following the Matterhorn Centenary in 1965, a concerted effort was made to
obtain photographic copies of other early books, and through the co-operation
of Herr Karl Lehner, Curator of the Alpine Museum, Zermatt, and Herr
Rudolf Rubi, of the Alpine Museum, Grind~lwald,microfilms were taken of a
number of books in exchange for microfilms of those already in the A.C.'s
possession, thereby insuring against absolute loss, if any originals were destroyed
by fire. Latterly, through the generous help ofDr. Monroe Thorington, we have
obtained microfilms of a number of Italian books.

The microfilming, and still more the enlarging of the films to readable size, and
the binding of the enlargements into book form for ease of reference, has been
expensive, and the Club is indebted to several members for financial help,
Dr. C. B. M. Warren in particular, while B. R. Goodfellow saved us a lot of
expense by himself enlarging several rolls of microfilm. But the outstanding
contribution has been that of Dr. Thorington; he not only paid handsomely
towards the cost of microfilming our own books, but so far as the Italian books
are concerned, he has met the entire cost both of the microfilming and the
enlarging.

The binding of these recently acquired books has been met from the bequest to
the Library of the late Nigel Warren.

It is hoped that in a later AlpineJournal it will be possible to print a complete
list of all the guides' books, originals and photo-copies, available at the A.C.,
with some indication of their contents and whether they have been printed.
Meantime, we take this opportunity to express to all who have helped, and
pre-eminently to Dr. Thorington, to make available so many of these basic
records of expeditions-the 'Biblia Sacra' of Alpine literature, as they have
been dubbed. T. S. Blakeney
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